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INTRODUCTION 



All Praise is for Allah, Lord of the Worlds. And may bless- 
ings and peace be upon the master and the seal of the 
Prophets, Muhammad, who was sent to all mankind, and 
upon his pious Family and the righteous Companions. 

The present and coming generation of Muslim youth living 
in the West, face issues that were never faced by Muslims 
in the past. This is due to the fact that our predecessors 
were brought up and educated in Islamic environments, be- 
ing taught Islamic ideas at every stage of their progress. 
This unfortunately is not the case today. We find that many 
Muslims have migrated to non-Muslim countries, and al- 
though they themselves may have kept the Islamic culture, 
it has been very difficult to pass this on to their young! 
This is mainly due to the fact that we are continuously be- 
ing exposed to the non-Islamic way of life through the me- 
dia, social circles and most importantly the educational 
system. It is virtually impossible to expect a child to appre- 
ciate Islam when he is only taught Islam for a few hours 
here and there. These few hours are so easily lost when rest 
of the day is spent in a non-Islamic environment. It is 
therefore vital for parents to make sure that the youth 
spend as much time as they can in an Islamic environment 
but more importantly in Islamic institutions, learning the 
Deen from the right people. This will not only help them to 
focus on the straight path but will also help them to stay 
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Certain issues, especially those not pertaining to the ritual 
(ibadat) or ethics (akhlaq) have been overlooked and ne- 
glected, even by Muslim teachers. Their importance how- 
ever has become ever more evident in recent times. The 
most important of these issues are those which are common 
with other faiths such as Christianity and Judaism, espe- 
cially since the education system is pro-Christian. Although 
Muslims have been told to respect the Ahle-Kitaab, and cor- 
rectly so, but they have naively started to accept their ideas 
and interpretations of certain accounts. An obvious example 
is that of prophet Eesa (as). The Jewish/Christian belief re- 
garding the life of Eesa (as) is totally different from that of a 
Muslim one. 

Having recognised the negative effect this could have, this 
short but comprehensive booklet sets out to describe and ex- 
plain the complete life of prophet Eesa (as) as described in 
Islam. It is based on the Qur'an, the Hadeeth and the most 
sound texts written by early scholars. 

This booklet is essential for every household and school as 
it clarifies and removes the misconceptions presented by 
other faiths. 
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Chapter One 

The Birth Of Hadrat Eesa (as 



Birth of Maryam 

any years after Prophet Sulaiman, there lived 
two daughters of Fakood called Hannah and Esha. Hannah 
was married to Imran who at that time was the Imam of Bayt 
al-Maqdis, while Esha (Elizabeth) was married to the 
Prophet Zakariya. They were all God fearing, pious and 
highly respected members of their community. Although 
this was a very blessed household, the sisters were without 
children and now having reached old age both had lost hope 
of having any. 

One day whilst Hannah was sitting under a tree she 
saw a chicken hatch out of an egg and this rekindled her de- 
sire to have a child. She devoutly prayed to Allah (swa) and 
asked for a pious child. Allah the most merciful, the All Lis- 
tening answered her plea. 

According to the Shari’ah of the prophets before the 
Prophethood of Muhammad (saw) 1 , it was seen as a type of 
worship, to dedicate a son to the services of the mosque and 
to the worship of Allah (swa), keeping him free and away 

' Shari’ah (laws & traditions) of the previous prophets has now been replaced 
by the Qur’an and Sunnah. 




from worldly engagements. 

When Hannah saw the signs of pregnancy she was 
overjoyed that Allah (swa) had answered her prayer despite 
her old age. She thanked Him for this blessing and vowed 
according to the custom of her time, “O Allah I dedicate the 
child in my womb to the service of Bayt al-Maqdis. O Allah 
accept this from me.” Very politely and indirectly she was 
asking Allah (swa) for a boy, as girls were not accepted for 
this service. 

Hanna gave birth to a baby girl and named her 
Maryam. Unfortunately her husband Imran did not live to 
see the child. On seeing that it was a girl she became de- 
pressed and was saddened at the thought of being unable to 
fulfil her vow, as girls were not accepted for this service. 
She was very upset at the time but little did she know the 
value of this girl and how blessed and lucky she was. This 
was no ordinary little girl; she was a daughter that could not 
be replaced by any other child, not even the boy she had so 
desired. 

Having overcome the initial moment of despair, 
Hanna decided to see through her vow. She wrapped little 
Maryam in a piece of cloth and handed her over to the cus- 
todians and religious scholars of Bayt al-Maqdis. The 
priests accepted her happily even though it was against tra- 
ditional custom. 

Being the child of their previous Imam Imran, every- 
one wanted to look after her. Hadrat Zakariya felt he was 
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most obliged to take care of her as his wife was her aunt , 
but the rest disagreed. When this difference could not be 
settled, the priests decided to draw lots; they would throw 
their quills in water and he whose quill flowed against the 
tide would take charge of Hadrat Maryam. Hadrat Za- 
kariya’s quill was the clear winner and thus the matter was 
decided in his favour. 

Prophet Zakariya and his wife Esha loved her very 
much and took good care of her. Maryam grew receiving 
the highest moral and spiritual training from them and when 
she was ready to serve the mosque a special room was con- 
structed for her. 

Maryam had been a chosen child, a special child 
from the day she was conceived in her mother’s womb. She 
was kept pure, as numerous Ahadith 1 bear testimony to 
this; it was reported from the Prophet (saw) that “No child 
is born but that Satan touches it when it 'is born where- 
upon it starts crying loudly because of being touched by 
Satan, except Maryam and her son (Jesus).” (Bukhari). 
She was exceedingly religious and highly pious with excel- 
lent morals, she would humbly prostate to Allah (swa) and 
worship him sincerely all day, with great zeal. In another 
hadith, the Prophet (saw) said “Many amongst men have 
attained perfection but amongst women none attained 
the perfection except Maryam, the daughter of Im- 
ran...,” (Bukhari). 



‘Authentic traditions of the Prophet (saw) (singular: hadith) 
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Hadrat Zakariya would bring her provisions to eat 
but would find food and water already besides her, not only 
this, he would find fruits of the warm season in winter and 
the fruits of winter in the summer. Amazed at seeing these 
unseasonable fruits besides Maryam he would exclaim, “Oh 
Maryam where have they come from? I am the only one 
with the key to your room.” She would reply, “These ex- 
traordinary bounties bestowed upon me are all from Allah, 
The All Providing.” 



The Birth of Hadrat Yahya (as) 

Prophet Zakariya was married to Hadrat Maryam’s 
maternal aunt. They had no children of their own and had 
become old and weak. Their hair had turned silky white and 
their bones had become brittle and dry. Hadrat Zakariya 
feared that after his death his relatives, friends and compan- 
ions, with their misguided intentions and wrong actions, 
would corrupt the good way and spoil the great religious 
and spiritual wealth which he had developed in the commu- 
nity, by the will of Allah (swa). 

When he considered the extraordinary bounties be- 
stowed upon Maryam without any material means or expla- 
nation, he hoped that Allah, the All Providing through His 
mercy and kindness, might bless him with a child even in 
his old age, who would then undertake and continue the re- 
ligious service and inherit the holy seat of his father. 
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One night all alone he quietly and sincerely prayed 
to Allah (swa) “Oh Allah give me a pure and holy child, you 
are the hearer of prayer.” His prayer was answered. Angels 
came to him while he was stood in prayer and gave him 
good tidings of a son whose name would be Yahya (John 
the Baptist) appointed by Allah Himself, who would con- 
firm the word of God, the Almighty. He would become a 
chief and receive prophethood. 

When Hadrat Zakariya received the good news he 
was overwhelmed yet at the same time a little curious. He 
asked Allah (swa) how he was going to be given a child in 
old age and for further reassurance, he also asked Allah 
(swa) to give him a sign of the pregnancy. He was told that 
when he is unable to speak to the people for three days and 
three nights despite of being in good health, he should un- 
derstand that his wife had become pregnant. When that time 
came he became speechless and after a prescribed period his 
wife gave birth to prophet Yahya. 

Prophet Yahya was bestowed with wisdom even in 
his youth and he foretold the coming of a prophet (Jesus) 
who would be bom in an extraordinary and miraculous way. 
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Birth Of Hadrat Eesa (as) (Prophet Jesus) 

Allah the Almighty created Adam (as) from earth 
without the need of a parents, Hawwa (Eve) from his rib and 
the rest of mankind from the natural phenomenon involving 
a male and female. He once again wanted to awaken the for- 
getful mankind by creating a man, breaking the laws of na- 
ture, without a father. He chose Maryam for this miracle and 
gave her the great honour of being the mother of this special 
and her only child, Eesa (as). 

Hadrat Maryam would remain in the mosque wor- 
shipping Allah (swa) and would not leave without necessity. 
One day out of shame and propriety Hadrat Maryam went 
far away from the people, to the Eastern House which was 
situated to the east of Bayt al-Maqdis in order to take the 
bath of menses. She placed a barrier to screen herself from 
them. All ol a sudden the angel Jibrael (as) appeared before 
her in human form, as she would not have been able to bear 
to see him in his natural form. He assumed the form of a 
young handsome man, as it is the habit of angels that they 
assume beautiful forms. 

On seeing this handsome stranger in a place of pri- 
vacy she naturally became frightened. Being a noble and 
chaste woman she was deeply disturbed as she thought he 
had come with a bad intention and in turn she sought for her 
security and uttered the words, “I take refuge in Allah, the 
most merciful, from you. If you fear Allah then you will 
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leave immediately and will not disturb me.” On hearing Al- 
lah’s name Jibrael (as) was struck with fear and took a step 
back and said, “Do not fear, I have not come with a bad in- 
tention. I am not a mortal man but an angel sent to give you 
good news about a blessed and fortunate son from Allah 
whose name will be Maseeh (Messiah) Eesa, the son of 
Maryam. The child shall be honourable and illustrious in 
both worlds and from amongst men who are the nearest to 
Allah. He will possess excellent morality and sublime char- 
acter and be highly virtuous. Do not worry you will not have 
to give any explanation as the child himself will miracu- 
lously speak from the cradle and explain himself. Allah will 
teach him knowledge of the heavenly books (especially the 
Torah and the Gospel). He will teach him deep wisdom and 
send him as a Messenger to the Children of Israel.” 

When Maryam received the tidings of a son she was 
surprised and asked, “How can I can have a son when no 
man has touched me nor am I unchaste.” She was not ques- 
tioning the power of Allah (swa) and nor did she have any 
doubt in His power as she had already experience it as a 
child when she received fresh fruit out of heaven. She was 
curious to know how she was going to have this child, as 
the circumstances were not normal, she was pure and un- 
touched. Jibrael (as) said, “Allah has said, it is easy for him, 
whenever he wants to do something he simply wills, and it 
is done. The child will break the established laws of nature, 
will be bom without the touch of a human being and will be 
a sign in creation and a sign of Allah’s power, as he will be 
the first and the last child to be bom from a mother without 
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a father.” 



Hadrat Jibrael (as) breathed into Maryam’s sleeve 
and she became pregnant. When the time for delivery drew 
near she began to fear that the people would doubt her in- 
tegrity and cast slanders at the birth of a child without a fa- 
ther. Thus out of shame she left Bayt al-Maqdis and went to 
a distant town, today known as Bethlehem which is 8 miles 
from Bayt al-Maqdis. 

After a few days she felt the first pains of pregnancy 
which drove her to take refuge under the trunk of a Palm 
tree. She was alone, helpless, without any provisions of food 
or water and in much pain and along with this the thought of 
ridicule and shame lured at the back of her mind. In her an- 
guish she uttered, “Only if l had died before this and became 
forgotten.” Allah (swa) who comes to the aid of his people 
sent Jibrael (as) for the second time to console her. 

She was resting in a high place. Hadrat Jibrael (as) 
called her from beneath, “do not sorrow and grieve, Allah 
has brought forth a spring for you, shake the trunk of the 
Palm tree and fresh ripe dates will fall upon you. Eat the 
fresh ripe dates and quench your thirst by drinking the pure 
water of the spring and soothe your eyes by seeing the pure 
son and do not worry about the future as Allah will remove 
all your difficulties.” Hadrat Jibrael (as) also told her that if 
anybody wanted to speak to her or enquire about the child, 
she should not talk to them and tell them by sign that she 
had kept the fast of silence. These marvels and Divine 
words were a source of satisfaction, peace and comfort to 
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her. She was consoled that who better than Allah (swa) to 
take charge of her. 

After giving birth she went back to her people, car- 
rying the new bom child in her arms. On seeing the Virgin 
Mary carrying a child the people were shocked and amazed. 
They couldn’t believe what they were seeing and exclaimed, 
“O Maryam you have done a most monstrous thing,” a vir- 
gin claiming to have a child. “Your father was a good man 
and your mother a chaste woman, they had been good at all 
times, how did you get this child?” Hadrat Maryam did not 
reply as she was told by Jibrael (as), instead she pointed to- 
wards the child. 

Her silence made them even more angry, firstly ac- 
cording to them she had committed a grievous and wicked 
sin and secondly she was telling them to ask the infant 
where he had come from. They asked “O Maryam how can 
we talk to a child in a cradle.” Whilst the people were slan- 
dering his mother, hadrat Eesa (as) was suckling, he then 
left the milk, leaned on his right side, pointed with his right 
index finger and said, “I am the servant of Allah, He has 
given me the Book and made me a Prophet. He has blessed 
me wherever I am and has instructed me to perform prayer 
and pay zakat till I remain alive and he has made me dutiful 
to my mother and has not made me arrogant and unfortu- 
nate. Salaam (peace) be upon the day I was bom and the day 
I die and the day I shall be raised alive.” When the people 
heard this amazing speech with words of wisdom flowing 
from the tongue of a new bom child they were shocked, 
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taken aback and silenced. This beautiful speech cleared his 
mother’s name and elevated her status. The people accepted 
his birth as a miracle, a sign from God and began to respect 
Hadrat Maryam as they had done before. 
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Chapter Two 



The Prophethood 



Childhood 



ZlJadrat Eesa (as) grew up like the rest of the chil- 
dren of his time. When the time was right his mother sent 
him to seek religious knowledge and despite his youth, he 
acquired a great amount. He was divinely inspired and 
taught the Torah (the Jewish book). He surpassed his col- 
leges and challenged his teachers, his intelligence and bril- 
liance simply amazed everybody. 

He uncovered Jewish lies in many matters which 
they claimed related to Allah (swa) though in reality they 
were far from the truth and nor were they even the verses of 
the original Torah. He would challenge them in religious 
matters and speak to them with such wisdom and eloquence 
that the audience would be left astounded and the scholars 
speechless. 

Authority and influence of the Jewish scholars be- 
gan to be questioned, people began to talk. The Jews fearing 
for their elite position began to hate and conspire against 
Hadrat Eesa (as). Their hatred was also shared by a tyrant 



19 





king called Hirdos, who had earlier heard from astronomers 
that Eesa (as) would one day become a leader. Both fearing 
for their positions in there own way, wanted to see an end to 
him. Fearing for his safety and according to divine inspira- 
tion Hadrat Maryam took him to Egypt. On hearing about 
the death of the tyrant king she returned back to Shaam 
(region comprising south Lebanon, Syria and Palestine) 
with Eesa (as). 

The Death of Hadrat Zakariya (as) 

Maryam and her child Eesa (as) lived with and were 
under the care of prophet Zakariya, the Jews seeing him re- 
sponsible for the child, planned to kill him. 

Fearing for his life Hadrat Zakariya ran away from 
them. He happened to pass by a tree, the tree on seeing 
him, opened up to give him refuge. Hadrat Zakariya hid in- 
side the tree but the Shaitaan caught the border of his gar- 
ment, pointing him out to the Jews who were searching for 
him. The Jews cut down the tree, killing the Prophet of Al- 
lah. 



State Of the Jews 

Intoxication of pride and arrogance had completely 
corrupted their minds and they had fallen into the darkness 
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1 



of desire and greed. They had left the teachings of Musa 
(as) and other Prophets and deviated from the right path. 
They ignored Divine lessons and had become deaf to the 
words of God and his Prophets. They had become prone to 
greed and wicked ambitions and thus rejected that which 
didn’t agree with their wishes. Their religion was to follow 
their lust and only their lust. 

They believed they were the chosen race and took 
great pride in their lineage, since many of the previous 
prophets had come from amongst them, believing that Al- 
lah’s (swa) favour was upon them. They’d forgotten about 
the basic human morals such as charity, piety and generos- 
ity, as their hearts had become hard. Allah (swa) says in the 
Qur'an; “...your hearts were hardened and became as 
stones or even worse in hardness. And indeed, there are 
stones out of which rivers gush forth...” (Surah Al- 
Baqarah). 

f 

They were completely engrossed in the luxuries of 
this life, which had made them forget Allah (swa). They 
had become proud, arrogant, crossed the limits many times, 
committed sin and crime as if there was no consequence, 
their hearts were full of evil. Murder, adultery, stealing, 
dealings with usury (riba) was rife in their community. Ha- 
tred, jealousy, slandering, backbiting, swearing were not re- 
garded as sin. They took pride in committing sin. Allah 
(swa) says “And they were covered with humiliation and 
misery, and they drew on themselves the Wrath of Al- 
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lah. That was because they used to disbelieve the Ayat 
(proofs, signs, revelations) of Allah and killed the Proph- 
ets wrongfully. That was because they disobeyed and 
used to transgress the bounds (commit crime and 
sin).” (Surah Al-Baqarah). 

In contrast, the Torah was a glorious example of Di- 
vine Light and Divine Guidance but to justify their whims 
and desires they made alterations to it. They added a few 
things here and there according to their own will, ignored 
some parts and claimed it was all from Allah (swa), Allah 
(swa) says in Surah Al-Baqarah; “Then woe to those who 
write the Book with their own hands and then say, *This 
is from Allah,’ to purchase with it a little price! Woe to 
them for what their have written and woe to them for 
that they earn thereby.” Their scholars made unlawful that 
which was lawful and made lawful that which was unlawful. 
The masses had raised them to divine status, put them on a 
pedestal and they in turn deceived them to collect donations 
and gifts to maintain their honour and position. 

They preached and embedded in the minds of many 
that religious education was a privilege of only the noble 
caste and that they were the key to mercy, forgiveness and 
the gardens of paradise, nobody getting close to Allah (swa) 
without their intercession. Horrified at the sight of losing 
their worldly benefits, unmindful and ungrateful of Allah 
(swa), the Jewish scholars brought down the moral and re- 
ligious downfall of whole of the society. They had sold their 
divine scriptures for a small price. 
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Prophethood 



Whenever societies and nations needed guidance or 
deviated from the teachings of God and his Prophets, Allah 
(swa) out of his mercy would send a messenger to guide 
them and to bring them out from the depths of darkness into 
light. The Children of Israel were in desperate need of guid- 
ance as they had exceeded all limits and boundaries and 
were in total darkness. 

When Hadrat Eesa (as) was thirty years old Allah 
(swa) honoured him with prophethood and delivered him as 
a messenger to the children of Israel. He brought the same 
message as the previous prophets because the source of all 
religions is the same i.e. God himself, and he called them to 
the same message, i.e. belief in the one Allah, his messen- 
gers, angels, books, the last day, fate (good and bad) and in 
life after death. He preached, “O Children of Israel, I have 
come with prophethood and in order to make clear some of 
the points in which you differ. Fear Allah and obey me. Al- 
lah is my lord and your lord. This is the only straight path 
which leads to salvation in this life and the hereafter.” 

He primarily emphasised the basic principles, as 
they are the foundations of religion. He told them to wor- 
ship the one Allah and regard him as their God and his God. 
He never allowed them to conceive or forge the relation of 
Sonship between God Almighty and himself. He told them 
that the key to paradise and the pleasure of Allah (swa) is in 
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tawheed (Oneness of God), piety and obedience to the Mes- 
senger of Allah. By delivering inspired sermons he tried to 
instil in their hearts the love of Allah and the love of fellow- 
men. He told them not to get engrossed in this life as the 
true and permanent destination is the next life and in the 
next world and he dismissed all the false and wrong beliefs 
that had crept into the divine teachings of the previous 
Prophets. 



Glad tidings Of Prophet Muhammad (saw) 

Hadrat Eesa (as) confirmed the validity of the To- 
rah, which was revealed to Hadrat Musa (as) and he also 
brought glad tidings of the coming of a final messenger af- 
ter him. He also told them that the kingdom of God would 
be taken away from them and given to a nation more worthy 
of it, as this final prophet and messenger would not come 
from amongst them. In John 14:15-16 it states; “If you love 
me (Jesus), keep my commandments. And I will pray to the 
Father and He shall give you another Comforter (i.e. 
Muhammad (saw)) that he may abide with you forever (i.e. 
his religion, Islam).” Also the Qur'an says, “And when Je- 
sus Son of Mary said, ‘Children of Israel, I am indeed a 
messenger to you, confirming the Torah which is before 
me and giving good tidings of a messenger who shall 
come after me and his name will be Ahmad.” In Surah 
Al-Baqarah Allah (swa) says, “Those to whom We gave 
the Scripture (Jews & Christians) recognise him as they 
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recognise their sons. But verily, a party of them conceal 
the truth while they know it (i.e. the qualities of 
Muhammad (saw) are written in the Torah and the Gos- 
pel)” 



Call To Good Deeds and Morality 

Hadrat Eesa (as) spent day and night conveying the 
message of Allah (swa). He called them to good deeds and 
morality and condemned the evil that was rife in there com- 
munity. He condemned falsehood, dishonesty, hypocrisy, 
injustice, cruelty, pride, ungratefulness, lust, violence, adul- 
tery, stealing, jealousy, hatred and selfishness. He called 
them to show mercy and respect for mankind, show kind- 
ness to the poor and needy. He enjoined upon them to have 
faith and trust in one God, show repentance, to have piety, 
give charity, be generous, to have sympathy, be truthful, 
have purity (of mind and soul), be honest, show patience, 
kindness and love to one another and to b 6 fair in transac- 
tions. 



Deaf and Blind 

Despite his efforts the Children of Israel did not re- 
spond and accept the message open heartedly, as they 
should have done. They rejected his ministry and became 
deaf and blind to the words of God and his Prophet. They 
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jeered, mocked, assaulted and reviled the prophet of Allah. 
They cursed Eesa (as), poured blame on him and even ac- 
cused his pious mother of impurity. However Hadrat Eesa 
(as) like the rest of the prophets stood firm, held his ground, 
bore all the hardships and kept on conveying the message of 
Allah (swa) as he was ordered to do. 



Miracles 

All prophets of Allah (swa) are given miracles to 
help them in their difficult task and every Prophet is given a 
miracle according to his era and society. The Holy Prophet 
(saw) was given the beautiful Qur'an, as his era was the era 
of literacy and poetry. Hadrat Musa (as) was given the mira- 
cle of the staff, which could change into a snake, as his era 
was the era of magic, tricks and sorcery. Hadrat Eesa (as) 
like the prophets before him was also supported by numer- 
ous amazing miracles, probably the most, to show that he 
was a true messenger from Allah (swa). 



His era was the era of the Hakims and doctors, many 
breakthroughs had been made in the field of medicine and 
thus he was blessed with miracles which would prove His 
superiority over their most distinguished practitioners. 

Words in infancy His first miracle was to defend his 

mother, as an infant, against the false accusations of his 
enemies. 
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Birds from Clay One of the most amazing miracles he 
showed them was that he would take some mud and make a 
figure of a bird. He would then breath into it; this bird of 
mud would become alive by the will of Allah (swa) and fly 
of into the air. 

Cure For The Leper And Blind Though we live in the 
20 th century and have made tremendous advances in the 
field of medicine we still have no cure for the leper or those 
bom blind. The second miracle given to Hadrat Eesa (as) 
was that he would give eyesight to those bom blind and 
cure the leper, curing those who the doctors and Hakims 
had given up hope with. 

Life to the Dead In desperation the Jews demanded that 
he bring somebody back to life if he was a true Prophet. 
Hadrat Eesa (as) brought many people back to life. The 
dead (man or woman) would come out of the grave, speak 
to those who knew and recognised them and thereafter he or 
she would die and be buried again. 

One day Hadrat Eesa (as) happened to pass a woman sit- 
ting next to a grave crying. He asked, “What’s the matter?” 
She replied, ‘My only child has died and I have vowed that 
I will not leave until Allah gives me death or brings her 
back to life so I can have a last look at her.’ Hadrat Eesa 
(as) asked, “Will you return after you have had a look at 
her.” ‘Yes’ she replied. He prayed 2 rakats, stood next to the 
grave and said, “Stand and come out in the name of Allah.” 
The grave shook. He called for the second time, the grave 
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broke and after the third she came out of her grave shaking 
the dust of her head. He asked her why she took time in 
coming out. She replied, “After the first call an angel was 
sent to put me back together, after the second my soul was 
returned and after the third I thought it was the Day of 
Judgement and through fear my hair, eyebrows and eye- 
lashes have become white.” She turned to her mother and 
said, “O mother why did you ask that I be brought back to 
life, so that I can taste the difficulty of death for the second 
time? O mother be patient, I am not in need of this world 
any longer, O Eesa (as) ask Allah to give me death.” Hadrat 
Eesa (as) prayed to Allah (swa), she died and was buried 
again. This still did not convince the stubborn, heedless 
Jews that he was the prophet of Allah (swa). 

Knowledge about Hidden Things Even after bringing the 

dead back to life the Jews cheekily asked, “Show us another 
miracle. Tell us what we ate yesterday in our houses and 
what we have stored for tomorrow?” He would by name, in- 
form everybody what he had eaten and what he had stored. 
They would become amazed and bewildered and deep down 
in their hearts they knew all this could not be possible if He 
was not a true Prophet. He would answer all their questions 
fully, the answers to which only Allah (swa) had knowledge 
of, but still it seemed to make no difference to them. 
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The Perfect Example 



Not only did he call them to leave the darkness of 
greed and desire but he showed them in practice so that it 
may have a greater impact on the Children of Israel. But un- 
fortunately their hearts and eyes were impervious to the 
truth. He lived a pure, noble, Godly life and worshipped Al- 
lah (swa) day and night. His compassion for the sinners and 
sufferers was truly admirable. He was gentle, selfless, hum- 
ble, serving his friends and showing mercy to his foe. His 
shoes were made out of hair and he would eat the leaves 
from the trees, he had no dwellings of his own, no horse to 
ride or any material wealth to show. He would move from 
one place to another conveying the message of Allah (swa). 



Havarees (the disciples) 

He began to spend more time with the poor and 
needy, as their hearts were more clean and open. They were 
willing to listen, accept the truth and change their ignorant 
ways. 

One day he passed by some washermen, who were 
washing clothes, he said to them, “Why do you spend all 
day washing clothes? Come with me and I will teach you 
the washing of hearts.” Some of them accompanied him 
and became known by the name of Havarees. They became 
his disciples and helped him to convey the message of Al- 
lah. 
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The Table of Food from Heaven 



Hadrat Eesa (as) would patiently bear the hardships 
they would encounter and would be content with enough 
food to survive on but the Havarees were not as strong or as 
disciplined and sometimes could not bare the hunger. 

One day his helpers requested him to pray to Allah 
(swa) and ask him to send a table from heaven full of food. 
He told them to fear Allah and not to ask for such things. 
They replied, “We are in need of food. We are not testing 
our Lord whether he will grant our wish or not, we beg for 
the sake of blessing and that it may remain a miracle.” 
Hadrat Eesa (as) prayed and Allah (swa) sent down a table 
from heaven on a Sunday, which now is a festival day for 
the Christians. It had all types of delicious food and was 
sent down for forty days. Soon everyone began to eat from 
the table and the Children of Israel began to mumble and 
groan, take fault out of the food and began to show ingrati- 
tude. Thus Allah (swa) ordered that only the poor and needy 
should eat from it. They paid a deaf ear to Allah’s command 
and the rich continued to eat from the table, due to this dis- 
obedience many were changed into animals such as pigs. 
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Chapter Three 



Ascent To The Heavens 



Raised up to the Heavens 



VL'he Jews hatred for Hadrat Eesa (as) had became 

deeper ever since childhood as he had uncovered their lies 
and spoke to them with such wisdom that even their schol- 
ars were made speechless. Day by day their hatred in- 
creased, they slandered him, accused his mother of impurity 
and lewdness. They tried many things to silence him but he 
stood firm and kept on conveying the message of Allah 
(swa). 



Slowly people began to listen to him, although they 
numbered only a few and were mainly the poor and weak, 
this still raised concern among the chiefs. Fearing they 
would loose their honour and leadership if he remained 
amongst them, they secretly planned to kill him. The Jews 
had made a plan and Allah (swa) also made a plan. The 
Jews had planned to kill him while Allah (swa) had planned 
to save him and raise him to the heavens. 

The Jews approached the King and very cunningly 
and deceitfully managed to convince him that Hadrat Eesa 
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(as) was a heretic, a mad man who wanted to the change the 
Torah thereby misleading the people into disbelief. They 
told him that people were becoming inclined towards him 
and were listening to his message open heartedly and if he 
were not stopped very soon, he would become their leader 
and pose a threat to the government. The King was enraged 
and ordered his arrest. The Jews prepared for his arrest. * 

Meanwhile Allah (swa) informed Hadrat Eesa (as) 
of the evil plot but consoled him that no harm would reach 
him. Allah (swa) told him that their wicked plot was in vain 
and that he would not die at their hands as Allah would 
bless him with a greater dignity by raising him to the heav- 
ens, untouched. 

When Hadrat Eesa (as) sensed the evil he called the 
disciples and asked them who would help and propagate Al- 
lah’s religion, the divine religion which Jesus brought to 
them. The disciples promised Hadrat Eesa (as) that they 
would remain the helpers of Allah’s religion and convey the 
divine message to the people. 

Meanwhile the devil played his part. The devil in- 
formed those Jews who were looking to arrest and crucify 
him, where he was staying. Four thousand men were dis- 
patched. They had surrounded the house and Hadrat Eesa 
(as) said to his disciples, “Who is willing to go outside and 
give his life for Gods cause and in return he will be with me 
in paradise.” One of the disciples volunteered. Hadrat Eesa 
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(as) gave him his clothes. He wore his clothes and Allah 
(swa) changed his appearance to look like that of Eesa (as). 
Allah (swa) raised Eesa (as) to the heavens and saved him 
from the Jews. The disciple stepped outside, the Jews on 
seeing him, thought he was Eesa (as), arrested and crucified 
him. It his he who died on the cross and not Hadrat Eesa 
(as) as wrongly held by many. 



Beliefs Regarding the Crucifixion 

The Muslims, Christians and Jews all hold different 

views regarding the crucifixion and the death of Eesa (as), 

the correct belief being that of a Muslim as it will be shown. 

Jewish belief The Jews believe that: 

a) Hadrat Eesa (as) was crucified, died on the cross and 
was buried 

b) He did not come back to life after death. ' 

Christian Belief The Christians believe that: 

a) Hadrat Eesa (as) was crucified by the Jews and that he 
died on the cross. 

b) was resurrected back to life after his death and was then 
raised to the heavens by God, the Almighty. 

All these beliefs are wrong as they not only contradict the 

Qur'an and Ahadith, but on close examination they are also 
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inconsistent with their own scriptures. 



Muslim belief The Muslims believe that the body cruci- 
fied was not that of Eesa (as) but that of a disciple. Eesa (as) 
was raised by Allah (swa) with body and soul intact and 
saved from the Jews. He did not die but he is alive in the 
heavens and will return before Qiyamaah (the promised 
Messiah) to this world for a second time. He will kill the 
Dajaal (Antichrist), marry and have children, live for a pe- 
riod of time and then die a physical death and be buried 
alongside the Holy Prophet (saw) in Medina. 

This is the correct belief as it is consistent with the fol- 
lowing verses of the Qur an and Ahadith; 

1) Allah (swa) says in Surah An-Nisa: “They did not kill 
him and nor did they crucify him but the resem- 
blance of Jesus was put over another man and 
those who differ there in are full of doubts. They 
have no certain knowledge. They are following 
nothing but conjecture for surely they did not kill 
him but Allah raised him up to him.” 

This verse of the Qur'an tells us: 

a) The Jews did not kill Jesus and nor did they crucify him. 

b) Furthermore it states that the Jews and Christians are 
wrong to believe that he was crucified and is dead. 

c) It clearly states that the resemblance of Jesus was put 
over another man and it is that man they killed and not 
Jesus. 
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d) Allah (swa) raised him to the heavens alive with body 
and soul. 

e) That whoever holds any opinion other than what the 
Qur'an has stated (i.e. believes that he was crucified) is 
wrong. He is guessing and has no certain knowledge. 

2) In Surah Ale-Imran, Allah (swa) says; “When Allah 
said, Jesus I will take thee to me and raise thee to 
me and I will purify thee of the unbelievers. . 

This verse tells us that Allah (swa) raised Jesus with body 
and soul to the heavens. 

3) Allah (swa) says in Surah An-Nisa; “There is not a 
single section of the people of the book but that 
will certainly believe in Jesus before his death and 
on the Day of Resurrection he will be a witness 
against them.” 

This verse indicates that before the death of Prophet Jesus 
everyone from the people of the book (Jews and Christians) 
will believe in him. Jews and Christians will relinquish their 
incorrect belief and accept Islam before Hesa (as) dies, 
which is not the case at present. 

From the above verses the conclusion is clear that Prophet 
Jesus was not crucified and is not dead. 

There are also many Ahadith which support the 
above verses and conclusions. 
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1) The Prophet (saw) said, “By him in whose hand my 
soul is in, surely the son of Maryam (Jesus) will 
come down amongst you as a just ruler. He will 
break the cross, kill the pig and abolish the jizya 2 . 
Wealth will be in such abundance that no one will 
care about it and a single prostration in prayer 
will be better than the world and all that is in 
it.”(Bukhari) 

2) In another hadith Allah’s messenger has said, “How 
will you be when the son of Mary (Jesus) descends 
amongst you, and will judge people by the law of 
Qur’an and not by the law of Gospel.’X Bukhari) 

These Ahadith clearly show that Eesa (as) is alive 
and not dead as the dead do not descend and break crosses 
or kill pigs! Furthermore it explains that he is in the heav- 
ens and will return to the earth for a second time as a just 
ruler and elevate Islam by bringing an end to Christianity 
(breaking the cross) and rule by what was revealed to 
Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

These are just some of the many verses of the 
Qur'an and Ahadith which confirm the Muslim belief and 
point out the fallacies and lies of the Jewish and Christian 
claims. 
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2 tax levied on non-Muslim citizens of a Muslim state, contributing towards 
their welfare 




Christian-Muslim Belief Regarding Trinity 

The Christians themselves hold conflicting views re- 
garding Hadrat Eesa (as). 

a) Some believe that he is God. 

b) Some believe that he was the Son of God. 

c) Some belief that he is God, Son of God, and the Holy 
Spirit. One is three and three is one -trinity! 

The Christian church itself cannot understand and 
has failed to explain this belief and thus regards the doctrine 
of ‘Trinity’ as a mystery. Confusing, since they themselves 
made it up 17 hundred years ago! Prophet Jesus never men- 
tioned it and the notion was conjured up by a Egyptian dea- 
con some three centuries after Eesa (as) departure (325 A.D) 
at a time when Roman paganism was influencing Christian 
doctrines. 

We Muslims believe that the concept of ‘Trinity’ is 
a load of nonsense as one cannot be three and three cannot 
be one. Hadrat Eesa (as) is not God or the Son of God as 
there is only one God who created the heavens and the earth 
and everything in it. Our God (Allah) is the Almighty, All 
Powerful, All Independent and is not needy as only the 
needy are in need of children. Hadrat Eesa (as) was only a 
messenger like the messengers before him and he himself 
called people to the worship of the one Allah and not to his 
worship. The evidence is in their own scriptures if they care 
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